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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-12 filed 16 January 2007 (hereinafter "Remarks"), have 
been considered, but they are not fully persuasive. 

1. Applicant contends that U.S. Patent No. 6,021,429 to Danknick (hereinafter "Danknick") 
does not teach the claimed term "embedded webserver" because one of ordinary skill in the art 
would allegedly interpret the term to necessarily require use of the hypertext transfer protocol 
(HTTP). See Remarks at 8. 

The examiner agrees. However, the examiner takes official notice that HTTP was 
notoriously well known. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to HTTP 
here for numerous reasons such as because of it's wide deployment and acceptance, it's ability to 
work well across networks and through firewalls, etc. 

2. Applicant contends that Danknick does not teach an imaging device that stores a list of 
other imaging device network addresses and communicates the list of other imaging device network 
addresses through a network interface to an imaging device management facility. Remarks at 9-10. 

The examiner disagrees. Danknick clearly teaches an imaging device (print engine) that 
stores a list of other imaging device network addresses and communicates the list of other imaging 
device network addresses through a network interface (30) to an imaging device management facility 
(network administrator's remote computer). See Danknick at col. 8, 11. 29-64. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-11, and 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,021,429 to Danknick (hereinafter "Danknick"). 

As per claim 1, Danknick teaches an imaging device, comprising: 

an image generator (print engine), wherein the image generator is a print engine internal [to] 
a first imaging device (printer) (figure 2; column 5, line 45 - column 6, line 49); 

a network interface (30), wherein the network interface is adapted to couple the first imaging 
device (print engine) to a network (LAN) (figure 2; column 5, line 45 — column 6, line 49); and 

a controller (NEB) coupled to the network interface (30) and the image generator (print 
engine), wherein the controller (NEB) is internal to the first imaging device (printer) and is adapted 
to store a list of other imaging device network addresses (addresses of printers, copiers, fax 
machines, etc.) (column 7, line 45 — column 8, line 28); 

wherein the controller (NEB) is adapted to communicate the list of other imaging device 
network addresses through the network interface (30) to an imaging device management facility 
upon request (column 8, lines 29-64). 

As per claim 2, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 1, wherein the list of other 
imaging device network addresses further comprises a list of other imaging device network 
addresses, where the other imaging devices are similar to the first imaging device (column 7, line 45 
- column 8, line 28). 
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As per claim 3, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 1, wherein the list of other 
imaging device network addresses further comprises imaging device supplemental information 
(column 7, line 45 - column 8, line 28). 

As per claim 4, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 1, wherein the controller 
(NEB) is adapted to store a list of other network addresses in a register (column 7, line 45 - column 
8, line 28). 

As per claim 6, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 1, wherein the list of other 
network addresses is a sequential list (column 7, line 45 — column 8, line 28). 

As per claim 7, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 1, wherein the controller 
(NEB) is adapted to discover the list of other network addresses (column 9, line 50 - column 11, 
line 67). 

As per claim 8, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 7, wherein discovering the list 
of other network addresses further comprises pinging network addresses (column 10, lines 25-45). 

As per claim 9, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 7, wherein discovering the list 
of other network addresses is scheduled to occur at specific times (expiration times) (column 10, 
lines 25-45). 

As per claim 10, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 7, wherein a history list of 
previously valid network addresses is utilized in discovering the list of other network addresses . 
(column 10, lines 25-45). 

As per claim 11, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 1, wherein a network device 
at a network address notifies the first imaging device when the network device comes online 
(imaging devices operating as slaves) (column 12, line 1 - column 13, line 4). 
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As per claim 13, Danknick teaches a computer-usable medium having computer readable 
instructions stored thereon for execution by a processor of an imaging device to perform a method 
comprising: 

determining a list of network addresses for other imaging devices similar to a first imaging 
device, wherein the first imaging device contains a print engine (column 5, line 45 - column 6, line 
49); 

storing the list of network addresses on the first imaging device (column 5, line 45 - column 
6, line 49); 

communicating with the other similar imaging devices by referring to the list of network 
addresses for the other imaging devices (column 5, line 45 — column 6, line 49); and 

communicating the list of other imaging device network addresses through a network 
interface to an imaging device management facility (column 8, lines 29-64). 

As per claim 14, Danknick teaches the computer-usable medium of claim 13, wherein 
determining the list of other network addresses for other imaging devices similar to the first imaging 
device further comprises discovering the network addresses for other imaging devices similar to the 
first imaging device (column 9, line 50 - column 11, line 67). 

As per claim 15, Danknick teaches a method of operating an imaging device, the method 
comprising: 

determining a list of network addresses for other imaging devices similar to a first imaging 
device, wherein the first imaging device contains a print engine (column 5, line 45 - column 6, line 
49); 

storing the list of network addresses on the first imaging device (column 5, line 45 - column 
6, line 49); 
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referring to the list of network addresses of other imaging devices for communication 
between imaging devices (column 5, line 45 - column 6, line 49); and 

communicating the list of other imaging device network addresses through a network 
interface to an imaging device management facility (column 8, lines 29-64). 

As per claim 16, Danknick teaches the method of claim 15, wherein determining the list of 
network addresses for other imaging devices similar to the first imaging device further comprises 
discovering the network addresses for other imaging devices similar to the first imaging device 
(column 5, line 45 -- column 6, line 49). 

As per claim 17, Danknick teaches the method of claim 16, wherein discovering the list of 
other network addresses further comprises pinging network addresses (column 10, lines 25-45). 

As per claim 18, Danknick teaches the method of claim 15, further comprising: 

notifying the first imaging device when an imaging device associated with a network address 
of the list of network addresses for other imaging devices comes online (imaging devices operating 
as slaves) (column 12, line 1 - column 13, line 4). 

As per claim 19, Danknick teaches the method of claim 16, further comprising storing 
additional information on each imaging device associated with the list of network addresses of other 
similar imaging devices wherein the additional information is imaging device supplemental 
information (column 7, line 45 - column 8, line 28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
* rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
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subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art ro which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,021,429 to Danknick (hereinafter "Danknick"). 

As to claim 5, Danknick teaches the imaging device of claim 1, wherein the controller (NEB) 

further comprises an embedded server (column 8, lines 29-64). 

As to claim 20, Danknick teaches the method of claim 15, further comprising: 
directing the communication between the first imaging device and other similar imaging 

devices (controlling the NEB) with a server embedded in the first imaging device (column 8, lines 

29-64). 

Danknick does not expressly disclose that the embedded server communicates via HTTP, 
which would make it a "webserver." 

The examiner takes official notice that HTTP was notoriously well known. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to HTTP here for numerous reasons such as because 
of it's wide deployment and acceptance, it's ability to work well across networks and through 
firewalls, etc. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment filed on 19 October 2006 necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statu tor) 7 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Philip S. Scuderi whose telephone number is (571) 272-5865. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see htqD://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




